
EDNA CHRISTINE (MARTIN) HANCOCK
April 25, 1924 – April 14, 2012

THE LONG, LOVING, and productive life of
Edna Christine (Martin) Hancock ended
Saturday, April 14, 2012, in Porter, Texas,

She died from complications of Alzheimer’s disease
and a broken hip. She was 87. 

Edna Martin was the sixth of eight children of
John William Martin and Maudie
Melissa (Austin) Martin. She was
born April 25, 1924, in Welling-
ton, Texas, and grew up on a
small family farm near Altus,
Oklahoma, working in home,
garden, and fields. 

“Tie into it!” her father would
command as the children chop-
ped cotton. “Let’s do one more
row, then we can quit.” Like as
not, however, he would turn at
the end of that row and start a
new one. “There’s still a little
daylight. Tie into it.”

Mrs. Martin was a kind and
loving mother. She reared three
generations of children: her brothers and sisters after
her mother died, her eight, and several grandchild-
ren left to her care. 

Mr. Martin was a Baptist; Mrs. Martin, a
Methodist. 

The Martins lost their farm during the Great
Depression and moved to find work. Edna Martin
graduated in 1942 from Clint High School just east
of El Paso, where she met a young East Texas farm
boy named John D. Hancock, as handsome as she
was beautiful. He had joined the army in 1940 and
was stationed at nearby Fort Bliss, training first in
the horse cavalry, then in artillery. 

That summer he moved to the Desert Training
Center in southern California to prepare under
General George S. Patton, Jr., for the coming inva-
sion of North Africa. Edna Martin moved to the area
and stayed with relatives. 

John Hancock and Edna Martin were wed on
August 7, 1942, in Quartzsite, Arizona, a favorite

destination for G.I.s in a hurry. California had a
three-day waiting period. In Quartzsite, however,
the justice of the peace performed the ceremony
immediately after the clerk – his own wife – issued
the license. 

Exactly three weeks later, John D. Hancock
departed by train from Indio,
California. Edna Hancock would
not see him again until two weeks
before their third wedding anni-
versary.

He served in Morocco, Tunisia,
and Sicily, then shipped out to
England to prepare for the
invasion of the continent. His
unit fought its way onto Omaha
Beach on D-Day, then through
the hedgerows of France, into
Belgium (the north flank of the
Battle of the Bulge), and on to
Germany and Czechoslovakia.
John D. Hancock was a supply
sergeant most of this time, but he

ended the war as a cannoneer.  
John and Edna wrote hundreds of letters back and

forth, sharing personal news, celebrating holidays
and birthdays, declaring their love, and endlessly
making and remaking plans for their life together. 

He would repeat rumors that the end of the war
was near, but each date came and went with no
more relief than the end of one of Mr. Martin’s rows
of cotton. 

John D. Hancock’s yellowed letters survive and
offer a glimpse into their lives and into the exper-
ience of those difficult, but necessary, years.

While he was away, she stayed with relatives,
attended business college in California, and found
work as a clerk-typist. With her earnings and his,
which he sent home, they would end the war with a
small nest egg. 

After John D. Hancock’s discharge in July 1945,
the couple lived first in El Paso, then moved back to
his home, a community a few miles south of Garri-
son, Texas, in Nacogdoches County. They started a



dairy and built one of the first commercial broiler
houses in the county. They later moved to a larger
farm in the Cedar Bluff community.

 The Hancocks had two sons, Darrell Hancock in
1946 and Danny Hancock in 1948. She passed along
the lessons about sticking to the task at hand and
about lovingkindness. 

Edna Hancock, no stranger to physical labor, help-
ed her husband on the farm while he took agricul-
ture courses at Stephen F. Austin State College.
Later she found an office job in Nacogdoches, first
in private business, then with the U.S. Agricultural
and Stabilization Service. 

The family moved to Freeport in the 1950s.
John D. worked for Dow Chemical Company, and
Edna continued in government employment. She
would work for the Defense Department, the Fish
and Wildlife Service, and the Justice Department.
Meanwhile, the Hancocks continued to operate their
farm as a weekend cow-calf operation. 

Darrell Hancock married Diana Gail Fountain of
the Arlam community north of Garrison. They had
two sons, David Edgar Hancock and Adam Martin
Hancock. David died in 2000. 

Danny Hancock married Glennette Flame Good-
will. They had two children: Andrew Martin Han-
cock and Bonnie Renee Hancock.

When John D. died in 1979, Edna continued to
operate the farm for more than a decade. She won
praise for the quality of her pastures and well-kept
and contented animals and amazement as she hauled
great round bales of hay with her big red Belarus
diesel tractor. The farm also became a retreat for
four grandchildren, with a tree house, a four-
wheeler, land needing exploration, and a grand-
mother who doted on them. 

She had five grandchildren – Aaris and Trinity
Hancock (Andrew’s children) and Jacob, Cora, and
Caden Sedgebeer (Bonnie’s children). 

Edna was known for hard work, honest dealings,
and fierce loyalty to her friends, including three
sisters-in-law – Elizabeth Hancock, Virginia Belle
Lee, and Betty Aiken.

Edna was a lifelong FDR Democrat, proudly
displaying her McGovern–Shriver bumper stickers
long after they had gone out of fashion among many
friends and neighbors. 

Her memorial service was conducted in the chapel
at Garrison Funeral Home, Tuesday morning, April
17, 2012, with Bro. Gary York of Palestine, Texas,
officiating.

For her funerary Scriptures, the family selected
verses from Proverbs 31, about the virtuous woman
who worketh willingly with her hands . . . stretcheth
out her hand to the poor . . . openeth her mouth with
wisdom . . . eateth not the bread of idleness. Her
children rise up and call her blessed . . . .

She as that friends who wish to remember her
should contribute to their favorite charity. 

For your consideration, the family offers The
David Edgar Hancock Memorial Scholarship Fund,
Attn: Director of Development, Rice University,
Post Office Box 1892, Houston, Texas 77251-1892.

Another that reflects her concern for children is
Children’s Emergency Relief International, 1406
Stonehollow Drive, Kingwood, Texas 77339. 

Darrell Hancock
3531 Fawn Creek Drive

Kingwood, Texas 77339–1810
dhancock@embarqmail.com

281-358-1686


